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NESTMA Summer Field Day Recap

AUGUST 2018

Thank You Sponsors!

Summer Field Day a Hit

Roth Schmigdall, and his crew at Wellesley College,
hosted a fantastic Summer Field Day on August 8, 2018.
More than 100 members participated in a day filled with
great education, informative field trials, and productive
networking.
A highlight of the
educational program was
the keynote presentation by
John Sorochan Ph.D. of the
University of Tennessee.
John, one of the industry’s
foremost experts on sports
turf performance and safety,
shared the latest research from the UT Center for Athletic
Field Safety. The cutting-edge information he provided
was eye opening and a lively audience discussion followed
his presentation. A .pdf version of John’s PowerPoint
presentation is available via the NESTMA website.
John Kelly, Corporate Agronomist with Redox Chemicals in
Burley, Idaho provided the science behind the sustainable

Burley, Idaho provided the science behind the sustainable
phosphorus management program at Wellesley College
and Bob Mann, Director of State and Government
Relations with the National Association of Landscape
Professionals offered his insight on public policy affecting
the sport turf profession.
Members also had a chance
to visit Wellesley’s
impressive athletic fields
where Roth Schmigdall,
Assistant Head of Grounds
& Athletic Fields, has been
examining the pros and
cons of various sustainable
turfgrass applications in athletic fields. Roth, along with
his industry partners Redox Chemicals, Precision Labs,
Hillcrest Turf Services, and Tom Irwin Advisors provided a
first-hand look at what's working, what isn’t, and what
they’ve learned through these extensive field trials.
“We are grateful to Roth
and his colleagues for
hosting this fantastic
educational event at
Wellesley College,” said
NESTMA president Ben
Polimer. “It’s always great
when members can come
together and learn not only from our speakers but from
each other.”
NESTMA’s Summer Field
Day at Wellesley College
provided a great
opportunity for industry
thought-leaders,
researchers, and trendsetting suppliers to address
the unique opportunities
and challenges of managing sports turf in New England.
Attendees took away powerful new connections, sure-fire
solutions, and a fresh perspective on best practices and
proven strategies for success.
More photos of Summer Field Day are available on
NESTMA’s Facebook page.

Looking Ahead
Plan now to attend these great
NESTMA events! Stay tuned for
registration details coming soon.
Thursday, October 4, 2018
NESTMA/MALCP Golf Classic
Butter Brook Golf Club
Westford, MA
malcp@yahoo.com
Wednesday, October 10, 2018
NESTMA Fall Workshop
7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Ryan Center
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, RI

Polimer Elected NESTMA President
The nominating committee
announced the results of the 201819 elections at the NESTMA Summer
Field Day on August 8 and Ben
Polimer took over as NESTMA
President. The following is an
excerpt from his comments that
day:
As incoming President of NESTMA I would like to thank a
few people and lay out my goals. First I would like to
thank Vickie Wallace for her strong leadership. I would
also like to thank Mike Buras. Mike hired me for my first
job out of turf school and introduced me to NESTMA.
Without his confidence in me, I wouldn’t be in this

Interested in sponsoring upcoming
NESTMA events?
Click here for information or
contact Charissa Sharkey at
NESTMAinfo@gmail.org or (508)
653-1241.

_________________

NESTMA Officers &
Directors
The following members were
elected to serve on the board
of directors for the coming
year:
President
Ben Polimer
Town of Weston
Weston, MA
President Elect
Chris McGinty
City of Framingham
Framingham, MA
Treasurer
Art Goodhind
Town of Natick
Natick, MA
Secretary
Brian Boesch
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, RI

Directors
Ed Ball
Niantic, CT
Mark Casey
MTE Turf Equipment Solutions
Andover, MA

Without his confidence in me, I wouldn’t be in this
position today.
My goals for the next two years are to:
1. Increase our educational opportunities. Education is
the backbone of our association and I want to offer more.
I will push to have webinar educational sessions this
winter. This will be an opportunity to continue to learn
without leaving your home or office.
2. Strengthen our relationships with partner
organizations. There are many great groups in New
England that we should work together with. We will work
to reach out to partner groups like private school
association, parks association and irrigation organizations
to promote the importance of sports turf education.
3. Work with the Board on developing a streamlined
sponsorship package for our Commercial Partners. This
will help them better reach their customers and manage
their budgets.
4. Organize a social event for our members and their
families. This event could be at a professional sporting
event and would be a great way for our members and
Commercial Partners to connect with each other in a
different format.
5. Reorganize and reenergize our committees. I would
like to ask all members to consider serving on a
committee. Strong committees help NESTMA run
smoothly, strengthen our events, and introduce members
to potential board service. Please look for information
about how to become more involved in the coming
months.
Thank you to my fellow board members, our new
management team, and most importantly the great
members of NESTMA! Please feel free to reach out to me
with any questions, ideas, or concerns.

Thank you Vickie!

Mark DeWolf
Brewster Academy
Wolfeboro, NH
Ed Downing
Read Custom Soils
A.D. Makepeace Co.
Hingham, MA
Ian Lacy
Tom Irwin, Inc.
Burlington, MA
Ed Olsen
Town of Needham
Needham, MA
Jason Puopolo
Clark University
Worcester, MA
Michael Wade, CSFM
Bentley University
Waltham, MA
Andrew Walsh
Pine Banks Park
Malden, MA

Outgoing president, Vickie Wallace, was recognized for
her strong leadership and outstanding service by
NESTMA’s new president, Ben Polimer at the Summer
Field Day on August 8. In his comments Ben said “With
Vickie at the helm these past two years, NESTMA has
been transformed. Highlights of her tenure include
ensuring financial stability with a bold dues increase (and
95% membership retention), developing a long-term
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95% membership retention), developing a long-term
strategic plan, and hiring a professional management firm
who will serve our association well into the future. She is
going to be a tough act to follow.” Vickie was presented
with a gavel plaque and received a resounding round of
applause from the members in attendance.

Congratulations Art!
Kudos to Art Goodhind who was
recently named Professional
Manager of the Year – Facilities and
Grounds by the American Public
Works Association. Art is
Supervisor of the Land Facilities and
Natural Resources Division for the
Department of Public Works in
Natick, MA. The award recognizes
outstanding achievement,
exceptional leadership and
management in the field of facilities and grounds.
Art has brought excellence in service and innovation to
the land facilities maintenance program of the Town of
Natick. As Division Supervisor, he has overseen the
implementation of improvements and best management
practices for the division. Art has established field use
policies that have promoted new ideas and
communication efforts for all stakeholders and the Natick
DPW to improve user experience with both operational
changes and capital projects. He was a co-coordinator of
the Natick Healthier Lawn Initiative, working in
collaboration with the Town’s Sustainability Coordinator.
He has also reestablished the Town of Natick as a Tree
City USA by establishing a Strategic Tree Planting
program to set planting priority locations based on
percent canopy cover and impermeable surfaces.
Goodhind serves as NESTMA Treasurer and Trustee, he is
an Executive Board Member of the Massachusetts Tree
Wardens and Foresters Association, and is the
Massachusetts State Liaison for the Society of Municipal
Arborists. Well done, Art!
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